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Collection Department

Raymond Bachand

12 rue Saint-Louis. 1st floor

Québec (Qc) G1R 5L3

Fax : 418-646-1574

Re: Replenishing the Coffers



Mr. Bachand,

I would like to add my voice to that of the Coalition Against Fees and the Privatisation of Public Services in order to share the concerns I have with the zero-deficit ideology and the measures that you government wishes to adopt in order to replenish Quebec’s coffers in the 2013-2014 budget.

In fact, the measures you are proposing, such as rate hikes for public services, especially those of Hydro-Québec, and the raising the Quebec Sales Tax are regressive and inequitable as they do not take revenues into account nor the relative wealth of individuals. It is obvious that these choices will have important economic consequences for many low-income households. We are equally concerned by the consequences that will be brought on by the reduction in spending increases from 4.6% to 3.2% that your government proposes. That is equal to 9.4 billion dollars over the next four years!

Such budget cuts, combined with fee hikes threaten the accessibility and universality of many public services as well as weakening current social programmes. Let us remind you that such services and programmes are required in order to better redistribute of wealth and to ensure an equality of opportunity for men and women, the rich and the poor, the most and the least privileged people in our society. These services constitute a lever in the fight against poverty and to ensure we respect the human rights of one and all. In order to maintain our public services, it is important to remind you that there is no urgency to return to balanced budgets, especially in a period of economic instability. In fact, the United States, Canada and Ontario, amongst others, have all chosen a more long-term approach to balanced budgets in order to avoid cuts that could have catastrophic consequences in the current economic context.

The solutions we should be prioritizing are those that will make Québec a leader with regards to equality and social justice while favouring the development of a greener Québec. The choices that have been made in the past, however, and the direction you are proposing, will not allow us to reach those goals. In fact, they lead us further from them. It is important that we remind you that if public finances are in such a precarious state, it is largely due to the policy decisions made in the past: the tax cuts that have been granted over the past eight years, the mining companies that have not paid any of the meagre royalties we ask of them, the capital gains that are only 50% taxable, the many tax havens (RRSP, QSSP, RESP, etc.) that have such high ceilings that they mainly benefit the well off. All these measures have deprived the province of many billions of dollars!

It is now time for your government to pass the bill to those who have, to date, not paid their fair share. You will find, here enclosed, many measures that will allow you to fill government coffers while remaining just, fair and green.

We await their contributions to protect our public services and the common good,

Name and signature

C.C. Your MNA (http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/deputes/index.html )  and the Coalition Against Fees and the Privatisation of Public Services : mer.mepacq@bellnet.ca
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BILL :

Amount due to the Province of Québec

A. Individual Taxes 

- Increase the number of tax brackets for individuals ……………………………….…..$$

- Raise tax rates for high-income taxpayers ………………………….…….$

- Reduce or abolish unfair tax exemptions for individuals ……………………………………………………………………………………………………$$$

B. Corporate Taxes

- Introduce tax brackets so that each corporation can pay its fair share ………….….$$$

- Introduce a mandatory minimum corporate tax, in order to slow lost revenue due to corporate tax avoidance ………………………….......................…..$$$

- Significantly reduce corporate tax deductions ………………………………...…..$$

- Significantly raise royalties owed by corporations that exploit natural resources ……………..…$$$$

-Fight tax evasion and avoidance………………………………………………………..….$$

C. Consumption Taxes

- Oppose immediate QST hikes, instead creating a progressive and green QST based on the type of goods ….........................................$$
D. Governance

- Fight against corruption and ensure good management of public finances (end the use of P3s, increase use of competitive bidding, etc.)…………........…………………………..….$$$$

