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In september, the National Assembly’s Committee on public
finances will hold hearings on the Quebec fiscal policy
commission, which was chaired by Prof. Luc Godbout.

Last year, the consultations that preceded the publication of this
report were deemed illegitimate by many organizations, including
the Coadlition against cuts and fees (Coalition Main Rouge). Only
very few organizations were invited to come speak during these
consultations that led to the report. Clearly, the "social dialogue”
the government promised has never actually happened

Prof. Godbout's report proposes additional fees such as raising
sales taxes, introducing a new tax on books and other goods that
aren't currently taxed, increasing daycare fees and electricity bills.
All these proposals are regressive - they will impact those who
don't have a lot of money the most. The report believes users of
public services should pay up front for the services received -
instead of the financial burden being shared collectively.

The report also proposes to review many policies, such as tax
credits given to large businesses, but only to allow the government
to lower these businesses' taxes instead of funding public services
and social programs | The report also proposes an increase in the
number of income tax brackets, but not in a way that would make
the rich pay more, which is one of our core demands.

Last june, Quebec's Finance minister based himself on this report
and claimed that income taxes are "the worst form of taxation,” a
clear sign that this fall's consultations are going to create a
heated debate on the way our public services and social
programs are funded.

They say they want to reform the tax system in a way that doesn't
increase its burden on the economy. But we know the way they
want to do this will negatively impact society. If the tax system is
going to change, income taxes should not go down - instead, more
money needs to go fowards public services and social programs.
This fall, we need to mobilise to demand wealth be redistributed,
and against the regressive taxes and fees that Prof. Godbout and
the government believe in.

Buses provided from Montreal : contact MEPACQ to sign up at
coordinationemepacq.qc.ca

www.nonauxhausses.org

www.facebook.com/nonauxhausses
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